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THE BEST TYPES OF SMALL HOUSES 

MISS HELEN L. PARRISH 
Octavia Hill Association, Philadelphia 

PHILADELPHIA'S experience shows that it is a practical 
and profitable business proposition to house the vast 
majority of her 1,549,000 inhabitants in one-family 
dwellings. She has 185,000 two-story houses, and 8,034 of 
these were built in 1910. The usual type of these houses isa 
six-room dwelling so arranged that there are no rooms without 
direct access by windows to the outside air. In the newer 
operations this house is a model of convenience and comfort. 
It has bath-room, furnace, kitchen sink, range and stationary 
wash tubs, often in a small extension from the kitchen, besides a 
porch and yard. Such houses can be bought for from $2,000 
to $2,500 and can be rented for from $15 to $20 per month. 

Is the price of land so much higher in New Jersey and in 
some sections of Greater New York that tenements are the 
only profitable method of housing the working classes? May 
not Philadelphia's experience suggest better plans ? 

In this housing awakening throughout the country, the 
primary methods needed to promote the small house are stronger 
tenement-house laws — laws that shall set so high a standard 
for these houses that architects and builders shall turn their 
ingenuity to devising some more profitable and better method 
of housing the poor. 

Also each community should rouse to its serious responsibility 
towards all its houses, old and new, and should establish regular 
inspection and supervision so as to create standards of health 
and sanitation. 

1 For a detailed description of the small Philadelphia house and the methods by 
which it is financed see the pamphlet " One Million People in Small Houses," by 
Miss Parrish, published by the National Housing Association. 
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